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The mission of the One Percent Club is to
increase charitable contributions in our
community by engaging people to commit to
a minimum standard of giving: the greater of
1% of net worth or 5% of income annually.

The Louis W. Hill, Jr. Fellowship Event
Hubert H. Humphrey Center

December 11, 2003

Philanthropists, Philanthropoids,
Philanthropests, Philanthropoints:  
How we can work together for a 
better community

By Joe Selvaggio

“Let me define these four strange words.

Philanthropists are the people with the
money – the Daytons, the Hills, the
O’Shaughnesseys.  The Philanthropoids are
the ones that manage the money – the Ellis
Bullocks and Karl Staubers of the world.
The Philanthropests are the ones who have
to beg for the money and carry out the work
in the trenches – the Joe Selvaggios and Jon
Pratts.  And finally, there are the
Philanthropoints, the intended beneficiaries
– the homeless, the students, and the com-
munity that need art or clean air.  They are
the point or reason the first three exist.”

Note:  This is the introduction to the
December 11, 2003 Louis W. Hill, Jr.
Fellowship speech.  For a copy of the white
paper and speech, please send a check for
$5 to the One Percent Club, 2516 Chicago
Avenue South, Minneapolis,  MN  55404

To 1% Club Members: Please fill out
and return the Charities Review
Council form that you received in the
mail recently, for your free copy of the
Giving Guide.    The Charities Review
Council is the nation’s only independent
state-wide resource that provides free
information about charities to people like
you – donors who want to make their
charitable gifts count.

Louis Fors Hill…

…and Louis W. Hill, Jr. Fellow,
Joe Selvaggio, addressing the audience
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The Louis W. Hill, Jr. Fellowship Event – December 11, 2003

Dean Brian Atwood of the Humphrey
Institute of Public Affairs addressing the audience

Rebecca Wallin of the Wallin Foundation Dick McFarland, Steve Cramer, and Steve Rothschild John Chornaird singing “Imagine” by John 
Lennon prior to Joe Selvaggio’s speech

McKnight Foundation Chair Noa Staryk Bill King of the MN Council of Foundations Jim Stowell, writer/actor of the “Joe” play

Dr. Reatha Clark King of King & Associates Ellis Bullock of the Grotto Foundation Former Minneapolis Police Chief 
Tony Bouza with  Airick West

1% Club board member Tom Lowe talking to 
Rip Rapson of the McKnight Foundation

Joe Selvaggio and 1% Club 
board member Ned Dayton 



Transferring finance to giving, he has paid special attention to seeing “what kind of returns
philanthropy can generate for the community, as opposed to other types of investment.” 

At Macalester College, for example he is a past trustee and “has been interested in quite some
time” in a program called Service Learning, which—like MCC’s overall Engaged Campus pro-
gram—aims at “getting a lot of students involved in urban issues.” His help is at the level where
Macalester provides an office and administrative support.

Heegaard also has a six-year involvement with Urban Adventure, which takes 20 mid-level banking
executives through nine days of training spread over a fall or autumn. It’s “an immersion in the
critical core issues of Minneapolis,” which includes visits to about 30 agencies dealing with
moving families out of poverty, neighborhood revitalization, K-12 education and workforce (job-
skills) development.

In addition, Heegaard co-chairs the Minneapolis Empowerment Zone, “which takes federal
money and tries to empower residents of the most troubled neighborhoods” through economic
and job-skills development and affordable housing. In a similar mode, he writes an investment
letter for givers that uses the language of finance to show “there’s a very high return investment
for the philanthropist as well as the state of Minnesota for putting money into good workforce
development programs.”

“All of us are beneficiaries of one kind of philanthropy [such as] the work of our forbearers who
built our country and Minnesota,” Heegaard says. It’s important, he adds, “to do what you can to
keep the system working as well as it can for most people [and to] pass the torch on to the next
generation.”

Generational Philanthropy—Presidentially Recognized

By Henry G. Owen

Passing the philanthropic baton from one generation to the next is important to Peter Heegaard,
which explains why he’s actively involved in the first-ever Minnesota Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter
Partnership Award.

Heegaard, One Percent Club board member and retired Wells-Fargo executive, is part of the
committee planning the award, which former President and Mrs. Carter will present personally,
Feb. 21 at the University of St. Thomas, St. Paul. The award will recognize an outstanding
example of Minnesota campus-community collaboration that effects local health and vitality. It
includes $5,000 each for the campus and community involved in the selected program. 

The ceremony also will mark the 10th anniversary of the Minnesota Campus Compact (MCC),
an umbrella group in which 47 public and private universities actively promote efforts that bring
community development into the classroom and other aspects of campus life. (To purchase a
table or tickets to the Carter event, contact Lori Fraase at MCC, 651-603-5082.)

Campus Compact is sponsoring the Minnesota award program, with support from the Annie E.
Casey Foundation of Baltimore, Md. Ms. Casey was the wife of the founder of United Parcel
Service (UPS). Along with Heegaard, One Percent’s Joe Selvaggio also is involved in the event
organization and planning.

The Carters inaugurated the award four years ago to recognize efforts by Georgia colleges and
universities that create student involvement in community service. Minnesota is the first of four
additional states into which the program is expanding. The others, later in 2004, are Michigan,
Montana and Massachusetts. In Minnesota’s case, the recognition will go to one of six finalist
programs selected from among 30 candidates that are part of an outreach program by MCC’s
Engaged Campus vision. 

Under the MCC umbrella, more than 800 Minnesota faculty members have integrated community
service-learning into courses. As of 2002, more than 54,000 students had donated an average of
20 hours each—or a total exceeding one million hours. Program examples include an accounting
professor who integrates service and learning into a course on taxes by having students help
prepare tax returns for low-income residents and recent immigrants and an engineering course
that designs accessible apartments for people with disabilities. 

Heegaard’s participation in the Carter Award program dovetails with his background in finance
and investment, which includes an MBA from the Amos Tuck School at Dartmouth College and
a long career that began at Norwest Bank in 1960, where he became in charge of investments
and trusts before starting a personal-investment spin-off for the bank. He retired from the spin-
off—Lowry Hill—in 1996. 

Former President Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter (here
pictured with Georgia’s 2002 awardees) will present
the Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter Partnership Award on
February 21, 2004 at the University of St. Thomas.

1% Club board member 
Peter Heegaard is part of the
Committee planning the event. 




